November 30, 2025
The First Sunday of Advent
8:00AM and 10:00 AM, The Holy Eucharist, Rite I1
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Epiphany Episcopal Church

Founded 1918
1419 Odenton Road, Odenton, Maryland 21113
Mailing address: PO Box 110, Odenton, MD 21113
Office: 410-482-5500  rector@epiphany-md.org
Website: Epiphany-md.org

We are a diverse community seeking to embody and share
the teachings and love of Jesus Christ for all people.

The Rev. Joshua Rodriguez-Hobbs, Rector
Dr. Mark Hardy, Music Director
Debbie Leonard, Director of Christian Education
Maryellen Polvino-Bodnar, Assistant for Pastoral Care
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Welcome to Epiphany Episcopal Church

We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us! Wherever you are on your journey of
faith, you are welcome at Epiphany. Whether you have questions about faith, are curious about
Christianity, or are looking for a church home, we are glad you’re here.

Our worship service primarily comes from the red or black Book of Common Prayer located
in the back of the pew in front of you. The congregational responses are printed in the bulletin
in bold. If you have a special prayer request today, please feel free to write it in the black
notebook located on the prayer stand at the front of the center aisle. During the Prayers of the
People, the leader reads all written prayer requests out loud.

If you are a guest today, please sign the guest book located on the welcome table. This will
help us follow up with you after today’s service and answer any questions you may have. Rev.
Josh, our priest, tries to follow up with everyone who visits. The restrooms are down the hall by
the fireplace in the rear of the chapel. There is a ramp for easy access on the side of the Church
opposite the road.

Our Sunday School meets during the 10:00 AM service. The classroom is located in the
Conboy Center, the building behind the historic chapel. At Epiphany, we use Godly Play, a
Montessori-based curriculum that helps Christians of all ages learn about God’s love through
hands-on lessons. The children return following the Prayers of the People so families can
receive communion together.

All baptized persons of any age are welcome to receive communion at our services. If you or a
family member are not baptized and would like to know more about becoming a Christian,
speak to Rev. Josh. Holy Baptism is the initiation by which we become members of Christ’s
body, the Church, and are invited to grow in love for God and service to others, supported by a
spiritual family.

Sign up for our weekly “E-News” delivered to your email by Constant Contact:
https://epiphany-md.org/events/.

For Pastoral Care, please Contact Rev. Joshua Rodriguez-Hobbs
rector@epiphany-md.org - 443-931-9989 by call or text.

WORSHIP NOTES
The prayers are found in the red or black Book of Common Prayer (BCP).
Hymns are found according to the following: H=Blue Hymnal,
S=front portion of the Blue Hymnal,

LEVAS = Black cover, Lift Every Voice and Sing.
The Hymns are omitted at the 8 AM service.
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he Word of (God

THE PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
First Week Of Advent: Waiting for Hope
“Stay awake, for you do not know the day or the hour when your Lord will appear.”

Celebrant. Let us pray.

God of light, as we wait through the long winter nights for the birth of Christ, help us to keep
watch. Help us to tend the tiny flame of hope. Make us alert until your gift of joy arrives. We
ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN H 57 - Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

KYRIE LEVAS 235 - Lord Have Mercy

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



THE FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 2:1-5
Lector A reading from the book of Isaiah.

!The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and
shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. *Many peoples shall come
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go
forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. “He shall judge between the
nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Lector The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God!

THE PSALM:  Psalm 122
The Psalm is said responsively by whole verse at 8:00 AM and sung at 10:00 AM.

'T was glad when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
>Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
*To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lord.
3 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
“May they prosper who love you.
"Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
? Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good.”



THE SECOND LESSON: Romans 13:11-14

Lector A reading from the book of Romans.

UBesides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; “the night is far gone, the
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; *let us
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God!

SEQUENCE HYMN LEVAS 210 - Down by the Riverside (vs. 1-2)

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, Lord Christ.

3%“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 3"For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. **For
as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3°and they knew nothing until the flood came and
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. “*Then two will be in the
field; one will be taken and one will be left. ' Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken and one will be left. *Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming. ¥*But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into.*Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN LEVAS 210 - Down by the Riverside (vs. 3-4)
SERMON  The Rev. Joshua Rodriguez-Hobbs, Rector
THE NICENE CREED BCP p. 358

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM IV  BCPp. 388



THE PRAYER FOR PEACE (Written by the Rev. Dr. Phebe McPherson)

Oh God, the Father and Mother of all, guide us into the ways of peace. Lead us from
prejudice to truth; deliver us from hatred, cruelty, violence and mean spiritedness; fill us
with generosity, hospitality, and love; and in your good time enable us all to stand
reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CONFESSION BCP p. 360

THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.

You are invited to offer each other a sign of peace as each is comfortable.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

T he Holg F ucharist

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:2

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Epiphany Choir
THE PRESENTATION HYMN H 56 - O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYERB BCP p. 367
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:



SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy
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The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation... Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory.

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all... through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP p. 364

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.



FRACTION ANTHEM LEVAS 270 — Lamb of God

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

Said at 10:00 on behalf of those viewing this service online.
From the Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces.

In Union, O Lord with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where the Holy
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I
remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your

coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and
Blood, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your
grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in
me, in this life and the life to come. Amen.

All baptized Christians are invited to receive communion. Gluten free wafers and alcohol-free wine are
available. You may receive the consecrated wine by drinking from the common cup or dipping your host
into the cup held by the priest. If you wish to receive a blessing instead, cross your arms across your
chest. Prayers for healing are offered at the rear of the chapel.

COMMUNION HYMNS
LEVAS 152 - Let Us Break Bread Together on Our Knees
H 439 - What Wondrous Love Is This

POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCPp. 366

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

If you have a birthday or anniversary during this past or coming week,
you are invited to come forward as the community offers a prayer.

BIRTHDAY PRAYER BCP p. 830

ANNIVERSARY BLESSING  Book of Occasional Services p. 214
Grant, O God, in your compassion, that N. and N., having taken each other in marriage,
and affirming again the covenant which they have made, may grow in forgiveness, loyalty,
and love; and come at last to the eternal joys which you have promised through Jesus
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

RECESSIONAL HYMN  LEVAS 14 - Soon and Very Soon
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THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant  Go forth in the name of Christ, to live as a diverse community — seeking to
embody and share the teachings and love of Jesus Christ for all people. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Alleluia.

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Oﬁ:cring Our C]iﬁ:s

EIRFE] Use the QR Code to link to the “giving” page on the Church website:
= https://epiphany-md.org/giving/. Text Epiphany1918 to 73256 to link to the online
i giving form. If you include a dollar amount after the word “Epiphany1918” the form
O will be filled in with that dollar amount for you. See your YTD giving, as well as update
or add your Church information by joining REALM, our Church database. Send an
email request to realm.admin@epiphany-md.org or treasurer@epiphany-md.org.
e Pick up a brochure about REALM on the literature table to find out how to join the Church
REALM community.
e Use a credit card for online giving and check to make sure the name & address you enter in
REALM matches those on your credit card account billing profile.
Gifts of time and talent are welcome! Please speak to a Vestry member for areas of need where
you can offer your interests and abilities.

The Shared | ife of the C ommunity of [Faith

The Flower Donation Chart Has Plenty of Space!

There is a list of dates on the literature table. Sign up to donate flowers for our Sunday morning
worship. You will get a call to remind you when it is your turn to bring flowers to decorate our
Sanctuary! You may donate in the name of a loved one or occasion.

The flowers this week are given by Michelle Jarrett, and dedicated to her dad, Tom Jarrett
Senior, on his birthday, November 29th, 1929.

Donations for CAP

CAP has ongoing needs from our member churches and friends to keep up with the increasing
food pantry usage. Ready-to-eat meals in rip-top cans are especially helpful to those who don't
have access to kitchens or can openers. Epiphany will donate all offerings placed in the basket
to CAP for the month of November.
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Omwabini, Kenya

There were over 1,000,000 orphans in this rural Western region in 2003, which was receiving
no aid from large charities. One amazing lady, Mary Bunyasi, started this small charity, which
has gone from gathering starving, homeless and traumatized orphans around a tree, to a
dedicated team of loyal workers and volunteers. Marian and Philip Vernon have worked closely
with this small Kenyan charity since 2007, and Epiphany joined their effort last year. Last year,
we sponsored 2 students who are now in their second year and working very hard. We must
remember that without being rescued by this charity, these children would not have survived
and some are HIV positive. There are three girls and a boy, who have been cared for by
Omwabini from a young age, and the church would like to continue to contribute to their
university fees for one year. Tuition, board, food and materials for each student amount to
$1000. If you can help, please donate through Realm or a check to Epiphany Church, memo to
Omwabini. Cash donations placed in the basket during the offering will be given to Omwabini
through December.

Save the Dates:

December 6 at 9am- Christmas Around the World.

Plan to join us for food, fun, and fellowship while sharing your culture, traditions and cuisine in
celebration of this joyous time of year. SignUpGenius will be made available in the near
future.

Christmas Service Schedule

Sunday, December 21--Christmas Pageant 10:00 AM

Wednesday, December 24--Caroling 3:00 PM; Christmas Eve Service 4:00 PM
Thursday, December 25--Christmas Day Service 10:30 AM

January 25 - Annual Meeting

Rev. Josh has appointed the Vestry Nominating Committee in conjunction with the Vestry.
Committee members will include Joe Gill, Pat McMullen, Debbie Leonard, Charlotte Gibboney,
and Bert James. The committee will create a slate of three nominees to present to the Vestry by
late December. The slate will be shared with the congregation in January. We will elect new
Vestry members at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 25, 2026.

February 6-7 - Therefore Go: An Introduction to Relational Evangelism

Did you know that the number one reason people visit a new church is an invitation from a
friend or neighbor? However, the average Episcopalian invites someone to church once every
ten years. The Rev. Dr. Christopher Corbin will lead a two-day workshop on relational
evangelism from 6:00-9:00 PM on Friday, February 6 and 9:00 AM-3:00 PM on Saturday,
February 7. The workshop will cover the theology of evangelism, how to more comfortably
discuss your faith with friends, and how churches can welcome visitors. Registration is free for
members of Epiphany. Dinner, breakfast, and lunch will be provided.
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Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by email to office@epiphany-md.org. The
deadline for inclusion is every Wednesday evening.
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