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Welcome to Epiphany Episcopal Church 

 
We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us! Wherever you are on your journey of 

faith, you are welcome at Epiphany. Whether you have questions about faith, are curious about 

Christianity, or are looking for a church home, we are glad you’re here. 
 

Our worship service primarily comes from the red or black Book of Common Prayer located 

in the back of the pew in front of you. The congregational responses are printed in the bulletin 

in bold. If you have a special prayer request today, please feel free to write it in the black 

notebook located on the prayer stand at the front of the center aisle. During the Prayers of the 

People, the leader reads all written prayer requests out loud. 
 

If you are a guest today, please sign the guest book located on the welcome table. This will 

help us follow up with you after today’s service and answer any questions you may have. Rev. 

Josh, our priest, tries to follow up with everyone who visits. The restrooms are down the hall by 

the fireplace in the rear of the chapel. There is a ramp for easy access on the side of the Church 

opposite the road.  
 

Our Sunday School meets during the 10:00 AM service. The classroom is located in the 

Conboy Center, the building behind the historic chapel. At Epiphany, we use Godly Play, a 

Montessori-based curriculum that helps Christians of all ages learn about God’s love through 

hands-on lessons. The children return following the Prayers of the People so families can 

receive communion together. 
 

All baptized persons of any age are welcome to receive communion at our services. If you or a 

family member are not baptized and would like to know more about becoming a Christian, 

speak to Rev. Josh. Holy Baptism is the initiation by which we become members of Christ’s 

body, the Church, and are invited to grow in love for God and service to others, supported by a 

spiritual family.   
 

Sign up for our weekly “E-News” delivered to your email by Constant Contact:  

https://epiphany-md.org/events/.   

 

For Pastoral Care, please Contact Rev. Joshua Rodríguez-Hobbs 

rector@epiphany-md.org  - 443-931-9989 by call or text. 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
The prayers are found in the red or black Book of Common Prayer (BCP).  

Hymns are found according to the following: H=Blue Hymnal,  

S=front portion of the Blue Hymnal, 

LEVAS = Black cover, Lift Every Voice and Sing. 
 The Hymns are omitted at the 8 AM service.  

 

Music reprinted under One License #A-743898. 

https://epiphany-md.org/events/
mailto:rector@epiphany-md.org
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The Word of God 
THE PRELUDE  
 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN     H 686 - Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All            And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

All               Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE     LEVAS 214 - God Is So Good  

 

 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

All     And also with you. 

Celebrant    Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may 

keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you 

and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  
 

THE FIRST LESSON:     Isaiah 42:1-9 

Lector     A reading from the book of Isaiah. 

  
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 

upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make 

it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not 

quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 

established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 

earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who 

walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and 

kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,7to open the eyes 

that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 

darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 

idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they 

spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord.     

All  Thanks be to God!  
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THE PSALM:     Psalm 29 
The Psalm is said responsively by whole verse at 8:00 AM and sung at 10:00 AM. 

 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 

       ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 

       worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * 

       the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 

       the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 

       the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

       and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes  

       the wilderness; * 

       the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 

       and strips the forests bare. 
9 And in the temple of the Lord * 

       all are crying, “Glory!” 
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 

       the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 

       the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 
 

THE SECOND LESSON:   Acts 10:34-43 

Lector     A reading from the book of Acts. 
  
34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 

all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 

by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 

appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name.” 



6 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord.     

All  Thanks be to God!  

 

SEQUENCE HYMN     H 121 - Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (vs. 1-2) 

 

 
 

THE GOSPEL:    Matthew 3:13-17 

Celebrant     The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

All   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.” 
 

Celebrant     The Gospel of the Lord.    

All   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN     H 121 - Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (vs. 3-4) 
 

SERMON     The Rev. Joshua Rodriguez-Hobbs, Rector  
 

THE NICENE CREED    BCP p. 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 

became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.    

 

          We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the  

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 

has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM VI     BCP p. 392 
The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Carrie, our Bishop, Josh our Rector, and for Jessica seeking 

ordination and for all bishops and other ministers; For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Hear us, Lord; For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
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Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom,  

especially… Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you. 
 

THE PRAYER FOR PEACE   (Written by the Rev. Dr. Phebe McPherson) 

Oh God, the Father and Mother of all, guide us into the ways of peace. Lead us from 

prejudice to truth; deliver us from hatred, cruelty, violence and mean spiritedness; fill us 

with generosity, hospitality, and love; and in your good time enable us all to stand 

reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION    BCP p. 360 
Celebrant     Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

All     Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant     Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

All     And also with you. 
You are invited to offer each other a sign of peace as each is comfortable. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

The Holy Eucharist 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  

Ephesians 5:2  

 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM       The Epiphany Choir  



9 
 

 

THE PRESENTATION HYMN   LEVAS 62 - In Christ There Is No East or West (vs. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B     BCP p. 367 

Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 

People          And also with you. 

Celebrant      Lift up your hearts. 

People           We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People           It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 

God, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for 

us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the 

Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive 

power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS   LEVAS 255 - Holy, Holy, Holy    
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The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 

him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of 

wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory. 

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine.   

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER     BCP p. 364 
Celebrant     And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People        Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

 

FRACTION ANTHEM     LEVAS 149 – In Remembrance of Me 
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Celebrant   The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ          

                    died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
Said at 10:00 on behalf of those viewing this service online. 

From the Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces. 

 

In Union, O Lord with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where the Holy 

Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I 

remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your 

coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and 

Blood, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your 

grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in 

me, in this life and the life to come.  Amen. 

 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive communion. Gluten free wafers and alcohol-free wine are 

available. You may receive the consecrated wine by drinking from the common cup or dipping your host 

into the cup held by the priest. If you wish to receive a blessing instead, cross your arms across your 

chest. Prayers for healing are offered at the rear of the chapel. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

LEVAS 154 - Taste and See 
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H 335 - I Am the Bread of Life 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER      
Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  
If you have a birthday or anniversary during this past or coming week,  

you are invited to come forward as the community offers a prayer. 

 

BIRTHDAY PRAYER   

  Watch over your child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he  

       may be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or  

       sorrowful; raise him up if he falls; and in his heart may thy peace which passeth  

understanding abide all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

ANNIVERSARY BLESSING      Book of Occasional Services p. 214 

Grant, O God, in your compassion, that N. and N., having taken each other in 

marriage, and affirming again the covenant which they have made, may grow in 

forgiveness, loyalty, and love; and come at last to the eternal joys which you have 

promised through Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   H 490 - I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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THE DISMISSAL  

Celebrant  Go forth in the name of Christ, to live as a diverse community – seeking to 

embody and share the teachings and love of Jesus Christ for all people.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Alleluia.   
People           Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 

 

 

 

Offering Our Gifts 
Use the QR Code to link to the “giving” page on the   Church   website: 

https://epiphany-md.org/giving/.  Text Epiphany1918 to 73256 to link to the 

online giving form. If you include a dollar amount after the word 

“Epiphany1918” the form will be filled in with that dollar amount for you. See 

your YTD giving, as well as update or add your Church information by joining 

REALM, our Church database.  Send an email request to realm.admin@epiphany-

md.org  or treasurer@epiphany-md.org. 

• Pick up a brochure about REALM on the literature table to find out how to join the 

Church REALM community.   

• Use a credit card for online giving and check to make sure the name & address you enter 

in REALM matches those on your credit card account billing profile.  

Gifts of time and talent are welcome!  Please speak to a Vestry member for areas of need 

where you can offer your interests and abilities. 
 

https://epiphany-md.org/giving/
mailto:realm.admin@epiphany-md.org
mailto:realm.admin@epiphany-md.org
mailto:treasurer@epiphany-md.org
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The Shared Life of the Community of Faith 

The Flower Donation Chart Has Plenty of Space!    

There is a list of dates on the literature table. Sign up to donate flowers for our Sunday morning 

worship. You will get a call to remind you when it is your turn to bring flowers to decorate our 

Sanctuary! You may donate in the name of a loved one or occasion.    

The flowers this week are given by Coral Codner for Seasons Blessings. 
 

Donations for CAP 

CAP has ongoing needs from our member churches and friends to keep up with the increasing 

food pantry usage. Ready-to-eat meals in rip-top cans are especially helpful to those who don't 

have access to kitchens or can openers.  
 

Announcing Our Vestry Nominees 

The Nominating Committee has prepared a slate of nominees to be elected to the Vestry at the 

Annual Meeting. Our nominees are Coral Codner, Thomas "TJ" Jones, and Noah Scott. A 

bulletin insert with photos and information about each nominee will be provided in January. 

Rev. Josh and the Vestry are grateful to Joe Gill, Charlotte Gibboney, Bert James, Debbie 

Leonard, and Pat McMullen for serving as our Nominating Committee.  
 

Any group of two or more Voting Members may nominate a candidate or candidates for the 

office of Vestry member by submitting such nomination or nominations, over their signatures, 

to the Registrar, Philip Vernon (registrar@epiphany-md.org), by Sunday, January 11. The Vestry 

shall immediately make known to the congregation by publication in the Church bulletin, or by 

such other means as the Vestry may select, the names of any such additional nominees. No 

person shall be nominated for Vestry member unless the person has agreed to serve if elected. 

Our bylaws do not allow nominations to be made at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 25. 

 

Practicing Our Faith: An Introduction to the Episcopal Church 

Do you wonder where the Book of Common Prayer comes from? Are you unsure of the 

differences between an Anglican and an Episcopalian? Would you like to learn more about the 

Episcopal Church?  In January, Rev. Josh will lead a series of discussions about the Episcopal 

Church and what we believe during the Adult Bible Study at 9 AM in the Conboy Center. 

Whether you have been an Episcopalian since childhood or just started attending your first 

Episcopal Church, everyone is welcome. 
 

Save the Dates: 
January 25 - Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held at 9:00 AM on Sunday, January 25 in Phebe's Room. Details will be 

forthcoming about a brunch that will be served during the meeting. 

 

Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by email to office@epiphany-md.org.  The 

deadline for inclusion is every Wednesday evening. 

mailto:registrar@epiphany-md.org
mailto:office@epiphany-md.org

