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Welcome to Epiphany Episcopal Church 

We are so glad you have chosen to worship with us! Wherever you are on your journey of faith, 
you are welcome at Epiphany. Whether you have questions about faith, are curious about 
Christianity, or are looking for a church home, we are glad you’re here. 
 

Our worship service primarily comes from the red or black Book of Common Prayer located in 
the back of the pew in front of you. The congregational responses are printed in the bulletin in 
bold. If you have a special prayer request today, please feel free to write it in the black notebook 
located on the prayer stand at the front of the center aisle. During the Prayers of the People, the 
leader reads all written prayer requests out loud. 
 

If you are a guest today, please sign the guest book located on the welcome table. This will 
help us follow up with you after today’s service and answer any questions you may have. Rev. Josh, 
our priest, tries to follow up with everyone who visits. The restrooms are down the hall by the 
fireplace in the rear of the chapel. There is a ramp for easy access on the side of the Church 
opposite the road.  
 

Our Sunday School meets during the 10:00 AM service. The classroom is located in the 
Conboy Center, the building behind the historic chapel. At Epiphany, we use Godly Play, a 
Montessori-based curriculum that helps Christians of all ages learn about God’s love through 
hands-on lessons. The children return following the Prayers of the People so families can receive 
communion together. 
 

All baptized persons of any age are welcome to receive communion at our services. If you 
or a family member are not baptized and would like to know more about becoming a Christian, 
speak to Rev. Josh. Holy Baptism is the initiation by which we become members of Christ’s body, 
the Church, and are invited to grow in love for God and service to others, supported by a spiritual 
family.   
 

Sign up for our weekly “E-News” delivered to your email by Constant Contact:  
https://epiphany-md.org/events/.   
 

For Pastoral Care, please Contact Rev. Joshua Rodríguez-Hobbs 
rector@epiphany-md.org  - 443-931-9989 by call or text. 

 

 
WORSHIP NOTES 

The prayers are found in the red or black Book of Common Prayer (BCP).  
Hymns are found according to the following: H=Blue Hymnal,  

S=front portion of the Blue Hymnal, 

LEVAS = Black cover, Lift Every Voice and Sing. 
 The Hymns are omitted at the 8 AM service.  

 
Music reprinted under One License #A-743898. 

https://epiphany-md.org/events/
mailto:rector@epiphany-md.org
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The Word of God 
THE PRELUDE   
  

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN     H 83 - O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant     Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People          Glory to God for ever and ever.          
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY     BCP p. 355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE      LEVAS 214 – God Is So Good 

 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance 
in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our 
unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON:   Genesis 28:10-19a 

Lector     A reading from the book of Genesis. 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for 
the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his 
head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, 
the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father 
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and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and 
your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and 
to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in 
you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and 
will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 
you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did 
not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”  So Jacob rose early in the morning, 
and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil 
on the top of it. He called that place Bethel. 

Lector     The Word of the Lord.     
All    Thanks be to God!  

 

THE PSALM:     139:1-11, 22-23 
The Psalm is said responsively by whole verse at 8:00 AM and sung at 10:00 AM. 

1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 
where can I flee from your presence? 

7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 

8 If I take the wings of the morning * 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

9 Even there your hand will lead me * 
and your right hand hold me fast. 

10 If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, * 
and the light around me turn to night," 

11 Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; * 
darkness and light to you are both alike. 

22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; * 
try me and know my restless thoughts. 

23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me * 
and lead me in the way that is everlasting. 
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THE SECOND LESSON:   Romans 8:12-25 

Lector     A reading from a letter to the Romans. 

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for if you 
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did 
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in 
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to 
us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Lector     The Word of the Lord.     
All    Thanks be to God!  

 
SEQUENCE HYMN     LEVAS 21 - Go, Tell It on the Mountain (vs 1-2) 
 

THE GOSPEL:   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Celebrant     The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, 
‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 
But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let 
both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the 
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’”  Then he 
left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us 
the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son 
of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of 
the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will 
it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his  
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kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

Celebrant     The Gospel of the Lord.    
All         Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN    LEVAS 21 - Go, Tell It on the Mountain (vs. 3)  
 

SERMON      The Rev. Joshua Rodriguez-Hobbs  
 

THE NICENE CREED    BCP p. 358 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form IV BCP p. 388 
 

THE PRAYER FOR PEACE     (Written by the Rev. Dr. Phebe McPherson) 
Oh God, the Father and Mother of all, guide us into the ways of peace. Lead us from 
prejudice to truth; deliver us from hatred, cruelty, violence and mean spiritedness; fill us 
with generosity, hospitality, and love; and in your good time enable us all to stand 
reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN    Enriching Our Worship 1 

Celebrant     Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All             God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will 
in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world 
you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 
done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All     And also with you. 

You are invited to offer each other a sign of peace as each is comfortable. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice  
to God.  Ephesians 5:2 
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THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM     The Epiphany Choir  

 
THE PRESENTATION HYMN     H 390 - Praise to the Lord (vs. 4) 

 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen sound from his people again; 

gladly for ever adore him. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: EOW Prayer 2 

Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 
All              And also with you. 
Celebrant      Lift up your hearts. 
People           We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People           It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From before 
time you made ready the creation… And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus 
of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

 

SANCTUS     Gather 291- Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God… Through Christ and with Christ and in 
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER      
Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is Sacrificed for us! 
All              Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   

 

FRACTION ANTHEM     Gather 299 – Lamb of God 
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THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

Said at 10:00 on behalf of those viewing this service online. 
From the Episcopal Prayer Book for the Armed Forces. 

 

In Union, O Lord with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I 
remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in 
glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I ask  
you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord 
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life 
and the life to come. Amen. 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive communion. Gluten free wafers and alcohol-free wine are available. You may 
receive the consecrated wine by drinking from the common cup or dipping your host into the cup held by the priest. If you wish to 

receive a blessing instead, cross your arms across your chest. Prayers for healing are offered at the rear of the chapel. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS   

H 89 - It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
H 111 - Silent Night, Holy Night 
LEVAS 27 - Away in a Manger 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER       

Celebrant Let us pray. 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 
your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  
If you have a birthday or anniversary during this past or coming week,  

you are invited to come forward as the community offers a prayer. 
 

BIRTHDAY PRAYER  BCP p. 830 
Watch over your child, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever 
they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may your peace which passes 
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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ANNIVERSARY BLESSING      Book of Occasional Services p. 214 
Grant, O God, in your compassion, that N. and N., having taken each other in marriage, 
and affirming again the covenant which they have made, may grow in forgiveness, loyalty, 
and love; and come at last to the eternal joys which you have promised through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN     H 100 - Joy to the World! the Lord Is Come 

 
THE DISMISSAL  
Celebrant  Go forth in the name of Christ, to live as a diverse community –   
                      seeking to embody and share the teachings and love of Jesus Christ  
                      for all people.  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.   
People           Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 

Offering Our Gifts 
 

Use the QR Code to link to the “giving” page on the   Church   website: 
https://epiphany-md.org/giving/.  Text Epiphany1918 to 73256 to link to the 
online giving form. If you include a dollar amount after the word 
“Epiphany1918” the form will be filled in with that dollar amount for you. See 
your YTD giving, as well as update or add your Church information by joining 
REALM, our Church database.  Send an email request         
to realm.admin@epiphany-md.org  or treasurer@epiphany-md.org. 

• Pick up a brochure about REALM on the literature table to find out how to join the Church 
REALM community.   

• Use a credit card for online giving and check to make sure the name & address you enter in 
REALM matches those on your credit card account billing profile.  

Gifts of time and talent are welcome!  Please speak to a Vestry member for areas of need 
where you can offer your interests and abilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://epiphany-md.org/giving/
mailto:realm.admin@epiphany-md.org
mailto:treasurer@epiphany-md.org
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The Shared Life of the Community of Faith 

 
The Flower Donation Chart Has Plenty of Space!    

There is a list of dates on the literature table. Sign up to donate flowers for our Sunday morning 
worship. You will get a call to remind you when it is your turn to bring flowers to decorate our 
Sanctuary! You may donate in the name of a loved one or occasion.  
The flowers this week are given by Rae Evans in memory of Rev. Phebe McPherson. 
 
Paper Towels Needed 
We need donations of paper towels. You can leave paper towels in the Conboy Center on Sunday 
mornings. 
 
Bishop's Visitation and Confirmations 
Bishop Carrie will visit Epiphany on Sunday, August 30. We will have one service at 10 AM on this 
Sunday. As part of her visitation, Bishop Carrie will provide opportunities for people to be 
confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church. If you are interested in confirmation or 
reception, please speak with Rev. Josh. 
 
Children's Chapel 
During the summer months, children are invited to attend Children's Chapel in the Vestry Room 
during the 10 AM service. Children will be invited to gather in the Vestry Room following the 
opening hymn and will return to their families following the peace. Godly Play will resume in the 
fall. 
 
Donations for CAP 
CAP has ongoing needs from our member churches and friends to keep up with the increasing 
food pantry usage.  Ready-to-eat meals in rip-top cans are especially helpful to those who do not 
have access to kitchens or can openers. 
 
Adult Formation: Atonement and the Book of Common Prayer 
How does Jesus’ death on the cross make us one with God? What does it mean that Jesus atoned 
for our sins? The New Testament actually presents multiple understandings of the crucifixion., We 
are examining these atonement theories through the lens of the Eucharistic prayers we use from 
the Book of Common Prayer. Each week, we will explore one of the six prayers we use throughout 
the year at Epiphany. 
 

 
Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by email to office@epiphany-md.org.  

The deadline for inclusion is every Wednesday evening. 
 

mailto:office@epiphany-md.org

